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God?" But to take this course was to cut the knot
instead of untying it; and Philo was too much imbued
with the spirit of Greece to rest in the bare idea of
will without reason.

The sacred books, however, when interpreted in the
light of the conception of the Logos supplied him with
a better solution of the difficulty. Originally, indeed,
the expression c Word of God' had not carried with it
any notion of mediation, or of a mediating being. On
the contrary, in such passages as: " By the word *of'
God were the heavens made and all the host of them
by the breath of his mouth," what the writer sought to
convey was rather the idea of a direct divine action
which needed no mediation or instrument whatever.
But gradually, as the idea of God became universalised,
the same feeling which caused the name of * Jahveh'
or ' Jehovah' to be avoided, and the word ' Lord'
substituted for it, gave rise to an inclination to
attribute divine acts not to God but to some
personification of one of his attributes, generally of his
wisdom. This tendency is shown in JScciesiastes and
also in a still more decided form in one of the
apocryphal books, The Wisdom of Solomon. And for
Philo, who wrote in Greek and under the influence of
Greek philosophical ideas, the Stoic use of the word
Logos to express the rational principle which is
immanent in man and in the universe, seemed to
throw a new light on those numerous passages in